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AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 24, 2000

SENATE BILL No. 2061

Introduced by Senator Schiff

February 25, 2000

An act to amend Section 14998.8 of the Government Code,
relating to state property. An act relating to film and
television production.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 2061, as amended, Schiff. State property: television
Filmed entertainment productions.

Existing law requires the Director of the Film Office to
administer a ‘‘one-stop’’ permit process for applications for
permission to use state-owned property for commercial
motion pictures. The office is also required to be the
permitting authority for the use of state employee services for
this purpose and is authorized to establish fees not to exceed
the actual cost of the affected state agency.

This bill would apply these provisions to television
productions make various findings and declarations of the
Legislature regarding the film industry within the state,
including that the Legislature is committed to enhancing the
economic climate in California by keeping film industry jobs
in this state.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 14998.8 of the Government
SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of

the following:
(a) It is in the public interest to advance the filmed

entertainment industry in California as part of an overall
economic plan for the 21st century, and the filmed
entertainment industry is deserving of the same
governmental support as any other activity that creates
jobs and contributes to this state’s overall economic base.

(b) California’s economy is no longer entirely
dependent on labor or capital, but relies increasingly on
knowledge and specialized skills. The entertainment
industry, the high technology industry, and tourism have
moved to the forefront of the California economy. The
Legislature recognizes that California must reorder its
priorities in order to maintain a competitive position in
the new global economy.

(c) It is in the public interest to address the runaway
film and television production from California.

(d) California’s challenge is to meet the threat of
competition for filming dollars from other states and
countries by promoting and facilitating film production
in California.

(e) California’s filmed entertainment is a $28 billion
industry that employs 600,000 Californians.

(f) The filmed entertainment industry is a large and
rapidly growing industry that can and does provide
substantial investments of capital and meaningful, varied,
and satisfying job opportunities, and expand economic
activities in the State of California, especially its
municipalities, through the purchase of goods and
services from local businesses.

(g) The filmed entertainment industry provides many
and varied opportunities to expand interactions with
other existing California industries that further increase
the economic and social benefits for Californians.

(h) Maintaining existing and attracting new filmed
entertainment industry opportunities for California
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requires that the state compete with other states and
countries as a location for the filming and production of
filmed entertainment.

(i) In order to support its current filmed
entertainment industry and foster and support its further
expansion, California must commit additional public and
private resources in a manner that will close the financial
gap between California’s filmed entertainment
production within the state and filmed production
outside California.

(j) Creating programs to support the filmed
entertainment industry will further the public purposes
of developing and diversifying the economy, eliminating
unemployment or underemployment, and developing
and expanding commerce in the state and its
municipalities.

SEC. 2. Recognizing the critical role of the filmed
entertainment industry in contemporary society, and as
part of the overall economic plan for the 21st century, the
Legislature is committed to enhancing the economic
climate in California by keeping film industry jobs in this
state.
Code is amended to read:

14998.8. (a) The Director of the Film Office shall be
the permitting authority for the use of state-owned
property and state employee services for the purpose of
making commercial motion pictures or television
productions. The commission may establish fees not to
exceed the actual cost of the affected state agency for this
purpose. All fees collected pursuant to this section shall be
deposited in the Film Transfer Account, which is hereby
created in the Special Deposit Fund, for disbursement by
the director to reimburse the operating departments for
their actual costs.

(b) The Director of the Film Office shall assure a
‘‘one-stop’’ permit process for applications for permission
to use state-owned property for motion pictures or
television productions. In so doing, applications for
permission to use state property for making motion
pictures or television productions shall be made to the
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director of the commission who, promptly upon receipt
of this application, shall contact the state agency having
jurisdiction over the property specified in the application
for the concurrence of the agency in the use of property.
The denial of an application may be made on the basis of
any of the following:

(1) The use would unduly interfere with the conduct
of state business.

(2) Failure of the permittee to provide full insurance
or bond coverage, if required by the Department of
General Services, or the affected agency, sufficient to
reimburse the state for any user-caused damage to the
property and to provide adequate personal liability
insurance coverage.

The use of state property shall be denied, if it is
determined that the use would violate or be in conflict
with an existing statute or regulation by the director of
the department, agency, or commission responding to a
permit request.

(c) Any state agency having management and control
over state property, the use of which is sought by an
application, shall permit the property to be used, unless
otherwise denied by the provisions of this section.

(d) Nothing in this section requires a state agency to
take any action not authorized by law or to make any
decision in a manner or by a method not authorized by
law or which is prohibited by law.

(e) If in connection with the use of roads, highways,
and freeways, the assistance, control, or protection by
California Highway Patrol officers is desired, applications
to the director to utilize services of California Highway
Patrol officers in the production of motion pictures or
television programs shall be made directly to the
Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol. The
commissioner may approve the application if employees
are available and the agency is fully reimbursed for
additional costs incurred. Applications to utilize
California Highway Patrol employee services shall be
approved or disapproved by the commissioner.
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(f) The Director of the Film Office, whenever feasible,
shall approve or deny any application within 24 hours. In
the event that the director of the department or agency
having jurisdiction over the property specified in the
application permit takes no action to disapprove the
application within five working days, the application shall
be deemed approved by the director. If the director of
the department or agency determines that he or she is
unable to concur or deny an application within five
working days and so notifies the director within five
working days of the application, the director shall then
have a total of 10 days from receipt of the application to
deny the application. In the event no action is taken by
the director within the 10-day period, the application
shall be deemed approved by the director.

(g) At least 30 days prior to adoption of state
regulations, rules, written guidelines, or policies that
would have clear, explicit, and definite implications for
the production of motion pictures or television
productions on state-owned property by a state agency,
including any of that agency’s district or regional offices,
other than for immediate health and safety purposes, the
agency shall submit a written copy to the Director of the
Film Office. The commission shall review the proposal
and report its findings to the submitting agency within
five working days of receipt of the materials sent. The
submitting agency shall consider the commission’s
findings prior to final adoption of the regulations, rules,
written guidelines, or policies, unless the commission’s
findings are not made available to the submitting agency
within the above prescribed time limits. Any and all
findings made by the commission pursuant to this section
shall be advisory. The submitting agency shall provide the
commission with a final written copy of its adopted
regulations, rules, written guidelines, or policies. 
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